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SUBJECT: SOVIET AND CUBAN ROLE IN AFRICA 

REF: STATE 134913 

1 . FOLLOWING BRIEF REPLIES KEYED TO QUESTIONS REFTEL. 

2. (A) THE GOVERNMENT OF IVORY COAST (GOIC) BELIEVES SOVIETS AND 
CUBANS ARE NOT, REPEAT, NOT INTERESTED IN FINDING PEACEFUL SOLU- 
TIONS TO AFRICAN DISPUTES, IN ASSISTING AFRICAN EFFORTS IN ECONO- 
MIC DEVELOPMENT, OR EVEN IN THEMSELVES EXPLOITING AFRICA' RESOURCES. 
PRESIDENT FELIX HOUPHOUET-BOIGNY VIEWS SOVIET AND CUBAN ROLE IN 
AFRICA AS DESIGNED TO UNDERMINE AFRICAN STABILITY AND DEVELOPMENT 
AND THEREBY DEPRIVE THE WEST OF NEEDED AFRICAN RAW MATERIALS. 

(B) GOIC BELIEVES SOVIET AND CUBAN ROLE IN AFRICA CREATES OR RE- 
INFORCES DISUNITY AMONG AFRICAN STATES AND DISTRACTS THEM FROM 
URGENT SOCIAL-ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT GOALS. 

(C) PRESIDENT HOUPHOUET-BOIGNY BELIEVES MOST EFFECTIVE WAY FOR 
AFRICAN STATES TO RESIST SOVIET AND CUBAN ENCROACHMENTS IS BY A 
COMBINATION OF ACCELERATED SOCIAL-ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, DEFENSE 
COOPERATION AND PEACEFUL SOLUTIONS TO KEY AFRICAN ISSUES SUCH AS 
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THOSE IN SOUTHERN AFRICA. ALL OF THESE EFFORTS REQUIRE STRONG 
WESTERN, NOTABLY U.S. SUPPORT. TO COUNTER SPECIFIC COMMUNIST 
INITIATIVES, HOUPHOUET BELIEVES THE WEST IN GENERAL AND THE U.S. 

IN PARTICULAR MUST BE PREPARED TO TAKE STRONG MEASURES, AS FRANCE 
AND BELGIUM HAVE TAKEN IN THE LAST SHABA AFFAIR. HIS PRINCIPAL 
CONCERN ABOUT U.S. FOREIGN POLICY IS THAT AMERICAN REACTION TO THE 
VIETNAM EXPERIENCE HAS BEEN SO TRAUMATIC THAT THE U.S. WILL FOR 
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SOME TIME TO COME BE UNWILLING TO TAKE THE STEPS NECESSARY TO 
COUNTERBALANCE COMMUNIST POWER IN AFRICA. 

(D) THE IVORIANS CERTAINLY BELIEVE THAT THE SOVIET-CUB AN ROLE IN 
AFRICA IS DIVISIVE. BECAUSE IT IS DIVISIVE, THE GOIC CONSIDERS 
IT IMPORTANT FOR LIKE-MINDED AFRICAN STATES WHO CONSIDER THE 
SOVIET-CUB AN ROLE TO BE DANGEROUS TO WORK CLOSELY TOGETHER TO 
COUNTER IT WITH WESTERN HELP. 
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